Onslow County Special Incident Response Team

Driver Qualification/Authorization Guidelines

Effective 1 December 2003, for a member to drive any SIRT vehicle, the member must:

-Be at least 18 years of age.
-Possess a valid state driver’s license.

-Have had no more than two motor vehicle driving infractions with an accrued total of more than 4 driver points in a three-year period. The Board of Directors will review misdemeanors.

-Successfully complete the VFIS Driver Training Course.

-At least four hours documented driving time in SIRT/Rescue/Fire/EMS vehicles or apparatus (driving time in qualified vehicles of other departments may be documented by certification of that department’s Chief Officer or Training Officer). At least one hour must be during darkness.

-Have no less than one year licensed driving experience.

-Have a successfully completed Drivers Skills Checklist and a Documented Driving Time Checklist on file.

-Be recommended for approval to drive by a VFIS Driving Instructor or a SIRT Officer who is a qualified driver.
-Be approved to drive by a Commander.
Additional requirements for driving and/or operating the Command Unit or the Emergency Support Unit:

-One hour of documented driving with a qualified driver appointed by a Commander. At least half of this must be during darkness.

-Any authorized driver you drive with may, at his/her discretion, recommend additional driving and or driver training. 

-Becoming an operator of the Command Unit or the Emergency Support Unit requires additional non-driver training. A member designated by a Commander will determine that a member is qualified to setup and operate the Command Unit. A member designated by a Commander will determine that a member is qualified to operate the Emergency Support Unit.

-The Commander will approve all drivers. Recommendations to approve drivers and operators will come from a designated driver. 

Driving Privileges:

Any officer may revoke a member’s driving privileges even if the officer bases his/her action on hearsay that he/she deems credible. Within 24 hours of revoking the driving privileges of a member, that officer must submit a written reason for the revocation (showboating, recklessness, excessive speed, inappropriate behavior, etc.) via email or hand-written letter to the Commander for action. If the Commander deems it appropriate due to the seriousness of the incident/allegation, he/she must present the information to the Board of Directors for action. The Board of Directors must take appropriate action within thirty days of the report. Depending on the severity of the violation(s), the Commander may take any of the following actions as appropriate:

-Require that the member take up to 8 hours of remedial driver training

-Counsel the member 
-Take no action at all

Depending upon the severity of the violation(s), the Board of Directors may take any of the following actions as appropriate:

-Suspend the member’s driving privileges for up to six months

-Place the member on probation for up to six months

-Require that the member take up to 8 hours of remedial driver training

-Counsel the member

-Send the matter back to the Commander for action
-Revoke the members driving privileges indefinitely (the Board must use great caution in this action unless the evidence clearly requires it)

-Take no action at all

Crash/Incident Involving SIRT Vehicle (any vehicle possessed and/or operated by or for SIRT):

In the event of a crash involving a SIRT vehicle the following actions must be taken as appropriate to the situation:

-Care for the injured and have EMS dispatched to the scene
-Notify law enforcement

-Notify the SIRT Commander (or next senior officer in descending order until one is notified). You may have Central Dispatch do this by setting off the SIRT pagers if necessary

-Notify the Onslow County Safety Officer or have Central Dispatch contact him (if the Safety Officer cannot be contacted, have Central Dispatch notify the Emergency Services Director

-If able, write a thorough statement of the incident

